REFORM AND  REPEAL                               59
(a) THE TWO ox BEHALF OF THE WORKING POOR.
(I. 128). "The patrimony of a poor man lies in the
strength and dexterity of his hands, and to hinder him from
'employing this strength and dexterity in what manner he
thinks proper without injury to his neighbour, is a plain
violation of this most sacred property."
(I. 142). "To remove a man who has committed no
misdemeanour from the parish where he chuses to reside, is
an evident violation of natural liberty and justice."
(6) THE TWO ON BEHALF OF THE ENTREPRENEUR.
(I. 307), "To restrain private people, it may be said,
from receiving in payment the promissory notes of a banker,
for any sum whether great or small, when they themselves
are willing to receive them; or, to restrain a banker from
issuing such notes, when all his neighbours are willing to
accept them, is a manifest violation of that natural liberty
which it is the proper business of law, not to infringe, but to
support. Such regulations may, no doubt, be considered as
in some respect a violation of natural liberty. But these
exertions of the natural liberty of a few individuals, which
might endanger the security of the whole society, are, and
ought to be, restrained by the laws of all governments, of the
most free, as well as of the most despotical. . . ."
(II. 32). "The law which prohibited the manufacturer
from exercising the trade of a shopkeeper, endeavoured to
force this division in the employment of stock to go on
faster than it might otherwise have done. The law which
obliged the farmer to exercise the trade of a corn merchant,
endeavoured to hinder it from going on so fast. Both laws
were an evident violation of natural liberty and therefore
unjust; and they were both, too, as impolitic as they were
unjust."
In these passages, as in so many others, one is struck by
the measured fairness of his thought; and history went
along with him, as he tried to go along with it. The Friendly
Societies Act of 1793 protected members of such societies
from removal before they became actually a charge: the
Settlement and Removal Act of 1795 extended this to all
persons. Statutory apprenticeship in the trades and areas